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Synopsis

This book commemorates the remarkable gift of over 400 works from the collection of Barbara and
David Kipper to the Art Institute of Chicago. These outstanding pieces of jewelry and ritual objects
offer a material record of vanishing ways of life. Used as portable forms of wealth, as personal
adornment, and in religious practice, they represent a broad spectrum of cultures. The majority
comes from the Himalayan region, including Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan, and Mongolia, and other pieces
hail from Afghanistan, China, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan. A A The catalogue showcases stunning worksA¢a -4 «including delicate amulet
boxes, other Tibetan Buddhist artifacts, and ornate Turkmen jewelryA¢a -4 «through dramatic
photography undertaken specifically for this publication. With five essays placing the objects in the
contexts of their native regions,A A Vanishing BeautyA A offers a beautiful presentation of

creativity and craftsmanship from across Asia. A A
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“lluminatingA¢a -AsA¢a -4 +C. A. Ventura, Choice (C. A. Ventura Choice)

Showcasing nearly 400 outstanding pieces of jewelry and ritual objects from diverse Asian cultures,

this book offers a beautiful presentation of creativity and craftsmanship across the continent.

What an amazing collection! The photographs are wonderful and the narrative is most informative. |



am very pleased with this book and can’t wait to devour every word. It is a great reference.

Just what | hoped for.

Gorgeous exhibition, wonderful catalog.
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